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1 



A 

BILL 

TO i 

Amend the law regulating the Municipal Franchise in Ireland, a.d. is75. 
and to make better provision for the rating of Occupiers in 
Towns. 



W HEBEAS by an Act of Parliament passed in the fourth year Preamble, 
of the reign of Her Majesty the nowQueen, intituled “An 
Act for the Begulation of Municipal Corporations in Ireland,” 
it was, among other things, enacted that the persons to he burgesses 
5 in municipal corporations in Ireland should be qualified as in said 
Act mentioned ; and it is expedient to substitute for the quahfiea- 
tion prescribed by the said Act a qualification which will admit 
to the rights and privileges of burgesses a larger number of the 
inhabitants of the said cities, towms, and boroughs : 

10 Aufl whereas by another Act passed in the thirteenth year of 
Her Majesty’s reign, intituled “ An Act to amend an Act for the 
“ regulation of Municipal Corporations in Ireland, so far as relates 
“ to the borough of Dublin,” the quahfication of bm’gesses in the 
city of Dublin was altered from that prescribed by the said first- 
15 recited Act, and the qualification of burgesses in said city of Dublin 
was assimilated to that then required for burgesses in municipal 
corporations in England and "Wales : 

Bo it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
20 Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, as follows : 

1. The words “town corporate” in this Act shall mean any city, Interpivta- 
town, or borough in which a municipal corporation now exists, or 
shall hereafter exist, pmsuant to the provisions of the said first- 
' 25 recited Act. 



2. From and after the passing of this Act, in lieu and stead of the 
qualification required by the said fii’st-recited Act, the following 
[Bill 31.] A 
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and none otlier shall he the qualification of burgesses in every 
town corporate in Ireland, except the city of Dublin in which the 
qualification shall remain as now fixed by law ; that is to say, 
at any revision of the burgess roll which shall take place after 
the passing of this Act, subject as herein-after mentioned : ‘ 5 

Every person of full age who on the twentieth day of the preced- 
ing July shall have occupied, during the whole of the preceding 
twelve calendar months, any house, warehouse, counting-house, shop, 
or other building within such town corporate, which separately or 
together with any land or premises occupied by the same person as 10 
owmer or tenant shall be rated in the last rate made under the laws 
for the relief of the poor at an annual value of more than /owr 
2 )omids, and who also during the time of such occupation shall 
have been an inhabitant householder within the said town corporate, 
or within seven statute miles of same, shall be entitled to be em’olled if) 
in accordance with the provisiojis of the statutes in that case made 
and provided, and on being so em’olled shall be a burgess of such 
town corporate, and member of the body corporate of the mayor, 
aldermen, and burgesses of such town corporate, as fuHy and 
effectually as if such premises were of the value required by the 20 
thirtieth section of the said first-recited Act : Provided always, that 
no such person shall be so enrolled in any year unless he shall have 
been rated in respect of such premises so occupied by him within 
the said town corporate to aU rates made fox the relief of the poor 
of the electoral division or union wherein such premises are situated 25 
during the time of his occupation as aforesaid : Provided also, that 
in every case provided in this Act the distance of seven statute 
miles shall be computed by the nearest public road or way by land 
or water. 

Provided also, that the premises in respect of the occupation of 30 
which any person shall have been so rated need not be the same 
premises or in the same parish or electoral division or union, but 
may be different premises in the same parish or in different 
parishes or different electoral divisions or umons. 

3. No person shall be entitled to be so enrolled as a burgess 35 
unless on or before the said twentieth day of J uly he shall have 
paid all the poor rates, if any, which shall have become payable 
by him in respect of such premises previously to the first day of 
the preceding January. 

4r. No person being an alien shall be entitled to be em’olled as a dO 
burgess, or to vote as a burgess in any town corporate. 
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6. No person stall te so enrolled or vote in any year wlio, ->vitMn A.D. ia7i). 
twelve calendar months nest hefore the said last day of August, persona 
stall have received reUef under the Acts for the more effectual raceiving 
relief of the destitute poor in Ireland, or any pension or oharitahle 
6 allowance from any fund entrusted to the oharitahle trustees of such 

town corporate. _ . 

Provided always, that no medical or sm’gical assistance given by 
the oharitahle trustees of the said town corporate shah he tahen to ho 
such oharitahle aUowanoe as stall disqualify any person from hemg 
10 om-oUed a hm-gess, nor shall any person be so disquaUfled hy reason 
that any child of such person shall have been admitted and taught 
within any public or endowed school. 

6. Nothing in this Act contained shah eflect or interfere -mth 
any existing hui'gess roll, hut same shall continue in force and effect 

18 in all respects as it would have done if this Act had not been passed. 

7. Except as relates to the qualiJlcation of a burgess this Act ^ 
shall not in any manner affect the making out of any lists now jggiggg ,gitli 
required hy law to be made out hy any persons preparatory to the re- regta to 
vision of the hm-gess roll of any town corporate, hut aU the provisions 

20 of any statute relating to such lists and the mating out of same 
shaU continue in full force and effect as if this Act had not been 
passed, except that aU persona making out such lists, or doing any 
■ act in relation to the same, shdl have, and they ai-e hereby reqmred 
to have, regard to the now qualifications enacted by this Act, as it 
25 such qualifications had been prescribed in the Acts under which 
sucli lists are made out. 



8 Any person occupying any premises in any town corporate the Ocouimr 
occupation of which would entitle him to he placed upmi the 
hnrgess roll if he were rated in respect of same, shall he entitled to bo pkod ou 
80 he so placed on the hm-gess roll on proving that he has claimed to 
be rated iu maimer provided by tbe said first-recited Act of tbe 
fom-th year of Her Majesty’s reign, and complied with the require- 
ments of the said Act and of all other Acts in that case made and 
provided, and aU the provisions now in force relating to such claim 
35 and the consequences thereof shall continue in full force and effect, and 
ho applicable to the fr-anchisc and qualification enacted hy this Act. 



9, In making out any poor rate after the passing of this Act, in Occupier to 
respect of any premises situate wholly or in part within the parUa- 32 * 33 ^ 101 . 
mentary limits of any town corporate, or of any city, town, or c. 41.8. 19 . 
40 borough retm-ning a member or members to Parliament the 
o-uardians of the poor, or other person or persons making out the 



[84.] 
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A.D. 1875.- said rate, shall enter in the occupier’s column of the rate book the 
name of the occupier of every rateable hereditament, whether the 
rate is collected from or payable by the owner or occupier, and such 
occupier shall be deemed to be duly rated for pmpose of the 
. qualifications created by this Act ; and if any clerk of the union, or 
other person actually charged with the making out of tlie rate, 
negligently or , wilfully or without reasonable cause omits the name 
of any occupier of any rateable hereditament from the rate, or 
negligently or wilfully misstates any naitac therein, such clerk or 
other person shall, for every such omission or misstatement, be 
liable to' a penalty*not exceeding two ])Ounds, to be recovered by 
civil bill before the judge of any civil bill court having juidsdic- 
tion in such city, town, or borough, at siut of the occupier of the 
premises in relation to wliich such omission or misstatement shall 
liavo taken place : Provided that any occupier whose name shall be 
so omitted shall, not\nthstanding such omission, and that no claim 
to be rated has been made by him, be entitled to every qualification 
and franchise, whether municipal or parliamentaiy, depending upon 
rating in the samo manner as if his name had not been so omitted. 
Poor rates 10. Por the purposes of this Act all poor rates assessed upon 
payable anyone in respect of any promises situated wholly or in part within 
actual occu- tho limits' of any city, town, or borough returning a Member or 

pior when Members to Parliament shall bo deemed to be payable by tho per- 
rates made. ^ ^ 

son who was or shall be tlic actual occupier of tbe promises at tbo 

Immediate time when such rates became or shall become payable ; but when- 
ihbic immediate lessor of any premises is now by law liable to 

bo rated and to pay tbe poor rate in respect of suck premises, such 
liability shall contniuc in full force and effect, anything herein 
contained to the contrary notwithstanding, and all such rates may 
be recovered from and enforced against Mm in tbe same manner 
as if this Act had not been passed. 

Wimi'o 11. "When any owner who is liable to pay the poor rate in respect 

owiici\s omit premises situate within any town corporate, or any city, 

iheoccupiei's town, or hoi’ougli, returning a Member or Members to Parliament 
paying the oniits 01 ’ noglects to pay before first day ofi June any rate whioli 

deduc^tim became due before the first day of tho preceding January, tiie 

amount from occupier may pay the samo and deduct the amount from tho rent 
32 "^’ 33 Viet. 01’ accruing duo to tho oivncr, and the receipt for such rate shall 
c. 41. s. 8. be a valid discharge of the rent to tho extent of the rate so paid. 
Constructive \ 2 . Every payment of a rate so made by the occupier, iiotwith- 
tUc i-atc*^ standing the amount thereof may be deducted from liis reut as herciu 
32 & 33 Viet, provided, and every payment of a rate liy the owner, whether be is 
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liimself rated or is liable to pay tlie same or lias agreed witli tlie A.D . 18 75. 
occupier to pay it, shall be deemed a payment of the rate by the 
occupier for the purpose of any qualification which as regards 
rating depends upon the payment of the poor rate. 

5 13. , Where any poor rate the payment of which is required as a 

qualification due previously to the first day of January in respect of any jie£Qa,ndeii 
premises situate in any town corporate or in any city, town, or borough ftjom occu- 
returning a Member or Members to Parliament shall be unpaid on the |q ^ 
first day of June following, the collector of poor rate or other person c. 102 . s. 28 . 
10 whose duty it is to collect such rate shall on or^before the twentieth 
day of June, unless such rate has been previously paid, give or 
cause to be given to the occupier a demand note in the form in the 
schedule to this Act annexed. The demand note shall be deemed 
to be duly given if delivered to the occupier or lessee or with 
15 some person at the premises in respect of wliich the rate is payable. 

Any collector or other person who shall negligently or wilfully omit 
to give such demand note shall be deemed guilty of a breach of duty 
in the execution of this Act. 

14. And be it enacted, that where any house, warehouse, cormt- 

20 ino-house, shop, or other building in any town corporate shall come coming by 
to^'any person by descent, marriage, mandage settlement, devise, descent, 
or promotion to any benefice or office, such person shall be entitled 
to reckon the occupancy and rating in respect of the occupancy 
thereof by the person from or by whom such house, warehouse, 

25 counting-house, shop, or other building shall have so come to him 
as his own occupancy and rating conjointly with the time during 
which he shall have since occupied and been rated for the same, 
and shall be entitled to be em’olled a bm-gess in respect of such 
successive occupancy and rating, provided he shall be otherwise 
30 qualified as herein provided. 

15. Whereas it is provided by the said first-recited Act Pr~ 
that where any premises in any borough should be jointly occupiers, 
occupied ley more persous than one as owners or tenants, each of 

such joint occupiers should, subject to the conditions of the said 
35 Act, he entitled to ho enroUed as a burgess for snob borough in 
respect of the promises so jointly occupied, provided that the value 
of such premises, to he ascertained and determined as in said Act 
provided, should he of an amount which when divided by the 
number of such ooenpiers shall give for each occupier a sum not 
40 loss than the sum which would entitle each person to he enrolled or 
to vote according to the provisions of such Act, if he oecupKd 
separately, hut not otherwise : Be it enacted, that such provision 
[34.] A 3 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



6 



[38 ViCT.] 



A.D. 1875. 



Act not 
generally to 
alter exist- 
ing law. 



Short title 
of Act. 



Municipal Fnmchise {IveloMd'). 

' shall apply to the qualihcation prescribed by this Act as if same 
had been mentioned in the thirtieth section of the said first- 
recited Act. 

16. Nothiag in this Act contained shall alter or in any manner 

affect the provisions of any statute -which at the time of its passing 5 
may be in force in any borough in anywise relating to the municipal 
corporation of such borough, or the enrolment of burgesses, or the 
Tn ah iug out of any list, or any other matter or thing "whatsoever, 
except so far as such provisions are hereby expressly repealed or are 
inconsistent with thq; provisions enacted by this Act. 10 

17. This Act may be cited on all occasions and for all intents 
and purposes as “ The Municipal I’rancbiso (Ireland) Act, 1875.” 



SCHEDULE. 



Form op Demand of Rates. 

Sir, _ 15 

I UEREBT ileinand from you payment of the sum of •£ 
being the amount of poor rate due and payable in respect of the premises you 
occupy since the [da?/ on tohich rate became duel. 

If you do not pay this amount to me or my office before the twentieth day of 
July you will be deprived of your right to vote or bo registered as a *voter for 20 
[name the city, town, or borough], and also* be deprived of your right to be 
enrolled as a burgess of same. 

If your landlord is bound to pay this rate you are at liberty to pay it to me 
and deduct the amount from your next payment of rent. My receipt must be 
accepted by him as a discharge of so much of your rent. 25 

(Signed) T.B., 

To A.B. Collector of Poor Rate. 

Occupier of the premises [describe them]. 

* Either or both of these to bo inserted according to the fact. 
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